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PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT PROGRESS ON THE ONTARIO DIABETES STRATEGY
TARGETS IMPROVED ACCESS TO DIALYSIS SERVICES FOR
PATIENTS WITH CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE

Focus on chronic kidney disease will enhance patient access to dialysis therapy

Mississauga, ON, December 17, 2009: Baxter Corporation (Canada) commends the Government of
Ontario on increasing access for dialysis services as part of the Ontario Diabetes Strategy through the
expansion of chronic kidney condition services including additional clinic visits and increased dialysis
treatments at home.

It is estimated that approximately two million Canadians' have kidney disease or are at risk. Kidney
disease is most commonly associated with other chronic illnesses such as diabetes and hypertension,
and an aging population. As the presence of diabetes continues to grow in our population, a greater
focus on the care and management of chronic kidney disease is imperative.

The Government of Ontario announced as part of its progress update on the Ontario Diabetes
Strategy on November 12, 2009, the expansion of dialysis services in hospitals, community-based
facilities, long-term care homes, complex continuing care and home-based dialysis care. This includes
funding to support 5,000 additional clinic visits for care and prevention of chronic kidney condition,
dialysis treatment for nearly 500 additional patients and home dialysis for an additional 310 patients.

“This is positive news for renal patients with chronic kidney disease across Ontario as it will expand
their access to life-sustaining dialysis care, services and support, and enable them to more proactively
work with their physician to determine the dialysis therapy that is best suited to their health and
lifestyle,” says Barbara Leavitt, President, Baxter Corporation. “Increased access to home dialysis will
enable more individuals to manage their condition in the comfort of their home, while promoting self-
management, which is a key tenet of chronic disease management.”

People living with end stage kidney disease depend on renal replacement therapies, usually in the
form of dialysis or transplantation to make up for lost kidney function in order to survive. When
transplantation is not possible, patients can choose dialysis treatment at home or in a dialysis center
or hospital.

! Kidney Foundation of Canada website (www.kidney.ca)



PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT PROGRESS ON THE ONTARIO DIABETES STRATEGY TARGETS IMPROVED ACCESS
TO DIALYSIS SERVICES FOR PATIENTS WITH CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE — Page 2

Multiple studies have demonstrated people living with kidney disease who are informed about
treatment options and given a choice more often choose home therapies®>. Home therapy options
include peritoneal dialysis (PD), which uses the body’s peritoneal membrane surrounding the intestine
to remove waste. PD generally provides continuous dialysis, 24 hours-a-day. Another home therapy
option is home hemodialysis (HHD), a form of hemodialysis (HD) using a device modified for the
home, typically done three to six times a week. Both PD and HHD can be performed overnight while
asleep or during the day.

Peritoneal dialysis is considered equally effective as hemodialysis in terms of outcomes® but offers a
better quality of life and is better tolerated by older patients®. As PD is less capital and labour-
intensive than in-centre hemodialysis®, it also provides cost-effectiveness for today’s healthcare
system with savings of approximately $20,000 to $25,000 per patient per year®.

“Peritoneal dialysis (PD) is one of the three types of renal replacement therapies available to treat end
stage renal disease, with hemodialysis (both home and in-center) and transplantation being the other
two. Of the dialysis modality options, both are considered equally effective. However, PD has the
advantage of being a treatment that can be provided in the comfort of the patient's home and in other
settings or while travelling,” said Dr. Dimitrios G. Oreopoulos, Professor of Medicine, Toronto Western
Hospital, as part of World Kidney Day awareness efforts this spring. Dr. Oreopoulos worked with
Baxter to help develop peritoneal dialysis 30 years ago, as the first portable, home-based dialysis
therapy for patients. “Peritoneal dialysis is more cost-efficient (almost 2/3 the cost of in-center
hemodialysis) and less capital and labour-intensive, and is associated with an equal or, in some
aspects, better quality of life compared to in-center hemodialysis, which requires patients to travel to a
dialysis center at least three times per week’.”

People living with kidney disease should talk with their doctor to understand which dialysis therapy
best suits their condition and lifestyle. For more information on kidney disease screening and
treatment options, visit www.renalinfo.com.
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About Baxter Renal Therapies
Baxter’'s renal business provides products to treat end-stage renal disease, or irreversible kidney



